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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, July 9, 2015

3 About 6:30 p.m.

4                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Good evening.  Welcome to

5      the weekly meeting of the Board of Police Commission.

6      Our evening meeting at 6:30.  See all your smiling

7      faces here in attendance.  I am Willie Bell, your

8      vice-chair.  Our chair is absent due to a significant

9      birthday celebration.  We wish her birthday wishes, but

10      we are here to conduct our business meeting, and it's

11      good to see all of you once again, and thank you for

12      your attendance.  Thank you for your attendance.  I'll

13      have to lean over to the mic.  I'm going to ask the

14      pastor, I'm going to ask the pastor of this church,

15      City Temple Seventh-Day Adventist Church, Pastor Leon

16      Bryant, to come forward for holding prayer and also any

17      remarks that he might want to make at this time.  Thank

18      you.

19                PASTOR BRYANT:  Thank you so much.  We

20      welcome the Detroit Police Commission for being here.

21      I'm glad on behalf of our church community, our church

22      family here at City Temple Seventh-Day Adventist

23      Church, our Board of Elders and members, glad to be

24      able to host or to be able to have you to come in and

25      be here at having our meeting here at this church.  And
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1      to those individuals in the community, thank you for

2      coming and being here.

3                Just before I have a word of prayer, there

4      are restrooms right back here in this particular area.

5      If anyone needs the lady's room, it's right there.  The

6      men's are around the corner.  There are restrooms

7      upstairs if you need to use the facility, you're

8      welcome to do that.  But again, on behalf of my church

9      community and my church family, let me thank you once

10      again for allowing us to host.  I thank you all this

11      evening.

12                       (Invocation given)

13                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you Pastor Bryant

14      for that warm introduction and also the prayer.  Surely

15      we always need in terms of someone praying for us and

16      praying for this department and praying for the City of

17      Detroit.  So that's a blessing to be here this evening

18      in terms of hosting this meeting.

19                I'm going to ask the commissioners starting

20      to my left to introduce themselves and any other

21      remarks they might want to make if they need to go

22      forward.  Thank you.

23                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Good evening, everyone.

24      My name is Richard Shelby, commissioner, police

25      commissioner for district 1.  Also happen to be back
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1      here in the 10th precinct.  This is the precinct I grew

2      up in, precinct I went to school in and was also first

3      command of commanding officer of the Detroit Police

4      Department 10th precinct.  So being here for me is just

5      like being at home.  And welcome everybody for coming

6      out.

7                COMMISSIONER VANN:  I am commissioner Edgar

8      Vann.  I am commissioner in the 2nd District which is

9      Northwest Detroit, however, I do have roots here in the

10      10th precinct.  I went to Winterhalter School way back

11      in the day and so I know a whole lot about this area.

12      Very familiar to me and very happy to be here tonight.

13                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And Commissioner Burton.

14                CHAIRPERSON BURTON: I am Commissioner Willie

15      Burton.  I represent District 5.  We got the 7th

16      precinct, the 10th precinct.  Precinct 3 and 5 is all

17      within that district.  So I'm excited to be here this

18      evening with you all.

19                Also I was directed to be over where the

20      Mayor is because I'm also the Community Relations

21      Director for Wayne County Commissioner Martha G.

22      Scott's office, but I wanted to be here and show my

23      presence here this evening, but I will be leaving

24      shortly because I have to be there.  I'm sort of still

25      on the clock, but as a commissioner I wanted to be here
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1      to see, to see you all and to greet you all and hear

2      some of your concerns that you may have so I can get to

3      work for you guys.  Thank you.

4                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Good evening.  Police

5      Commissioner Ricardo Moore.  Representing District 7.

6      District 7 comprises of three precincts, the 2nd

7      precinct, 6th precinct and 10th precinct, which is

8      here.  I'm glad to see Captain Steve Walton in the

9      house, as well as the host, Captain Nick Kyriacou.

10      Thank you.  You too, Captain Leach.  And to my

11      immediate left is Commissioner Donnell White.

12                COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Good evening.

13      Commissioner Donnell White appointed by Mayor Dave Bing

14      in 2010 excited to be back here Seven-Day Adventist.

15      Also serve as executive direct of the Detroit Branch

16      NAACP.  Glad to be of service.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

17                CHAIRPERSON BELL: I am, once again, Willie

18      Bell from District 4 on the east side of Detroit.  And

19      as you well know, the Mayor's having his community

20      forum I think Lutheran Church 7:00, but my obligation

21      is to the Board of Police Commission so I will be here.

22      And I had attendance my district community East English

23      Village and they are going to be well in attendance

24      along with Morningside and Cornerstone and others, so

25      I'm pretty sure they're going to have a well rewarding
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1      meeting tonight, the mayor.  There are issues that

2      people are dealing with so this is your opportunity to

3      interact with the Mayor and all the department heads,

4      perhaps even Chief Craig in terms of issues for us that

5      we face in public safety.

6                But I'm going to ask at this time -- well

7      before I do that, I'd like to, the man who needs no

8      introduction, Assistant Chief Stephen Dolunt to my far

9      left.

10                A.C. DOLUNT:  Hi.

11                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I'm going to ask our board

12      secretary to introduce the staff, please.

13                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

14      For the record, George Anthony, Secretary to the Board.

15      We have seated in front Ms. Pamela Davis-Drake who is

16      our chief investigator from the Office of Chief

17      Investigator.  Seated next to her is Ms. Linda Bernard,

18      who is our attorney to the Board.  To my right is Mr.

19      Robert Brown, who's our administrative assistant.

20      Sergeant Alan Quinn is in the back recording our

21      proceedings, and Ms. Mindy Womack from Hanson Court

22      Reporting Service is taking the transcript.  That

23      completes the introduction.

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  I'm going to

25      ask Assistant Chief -- maybe before I do that, I'd like
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1      to have Mr. Al Stokes coming up to the mic.  This is

2      the coordinator, the president for the 10th precinct in

3      terms of community activities.  So I attended one of

4      the meetings not too long ago.  A well ran meeting,

5      well attended, and I appreciate the opportunity to come

6      from the east side to speak to you and I enjoyed the

7      opportunity.  Thank you.

8                MR. STOKES:  Well we want to thank you all

9      for allowing us to host the Board of Police

10      Commissioners today.  We want to thank Pastor Bryant

11      for allowing us to come into his house of worship.  We

12      just want to welcome you all.  Thank you, and we look

13      forward to working with you.

14                CHAIRPERSON BELL: Thank you, sir.  You're so

15      kind.  And at this time I'm going to ask Assistant

16      Chief to introduce command officers and any other

17      officers he would care to introduce.  I see quite a few

18      in the audience.

19                A.C. DOLUNT:  Standing in the rear is Captain

20      Kyriacou, not standing, but sitting down.  Captain

21      Pritchett, Captain Leach, Captain Walton, Captain

22      Tosqui, Deputy Chief Fitzgerald, Lieutenant O'Rourke.

23      Did I miss anybody?  The rest are with the Mayor and

24      the Chief.  Oh, yeah, that's good.  Police officer

25      Della Brown, please stand.  How could I miss Della
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1      Brown?  Okay.  We're good now?  We're good.

2                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any first-timers, this

3      might be your first meeting at the Board of Police

4      Commissioners, would you please stand?  Please stand.

5      Any others first time?  How about second time?  Let's

6      give a round of applause.  Thank you.  Thank you for

7      your attendance and hopefully it's going to be a

8      rewarding evening and for all of you friendly faces

9      that we're familiar with, it's good to see you again.

10                I just want to hopefully you have a copy of

11      our latest newsletter.  Did we all get copies?  Did we

12      all sign in?  There's a sign-in sheet in the back of

13      the room.  Please if you'd be so kind to sign in at

14      some point in time, we would appreciate that, and we

15      could communicate with you.

16                I just want to lift up one important item,

17      and you can read it for yourself.  It says online, the

18      2014 Board of Police report is available online and it

19      gives you the steps.  It gives you our annual report,

20      and I would hope that you take advantage of that.  I'm

21      not going to read the duties and responsibilities of

22      the Board, but this is a great document for you to get

23      an overview what has transpired in 2014 and there's all

24      other information in reference to the Board and most of

25      you are familiar with it.  And we also have that duties
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1      and responsibilities on our back of the page, I think.

2      That's normally the case.  But if gives you the profile

3      of basically what we're involved in and you see the

4      transition of the Chair to Lisa Carter and that in

5      terms of her background too.  And if you attend the

6      next meeting at headquarters at 3:00, I think this

7      precinct overlaps her district too.  So I know the

8      meeting I attended 10th precinct she was there to

9      represent the Board along with Commissioner Moore.

10      This overlaps your police district too, Willie.

11                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Yes.

12                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  So you can see how the

13      precincts break down.  We have a quorum, Mr. Secretary?

14                SECRETARY ANTHONY:  We do.

15                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  At this time, I'd like to

16      approve the agenda for July the 9th meeting.  The Chair

17      would entertain a motion to that effect.

18                COMMISSION MEMBER:  So moved.

19                COMMISSION MEMBER:  Second.

20                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

21      and seconded.  Ready for the question.  Those in favor

22      aye?

23                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL: Those opposed?  Motion

25      carries.  Also approve the minutes with the June the
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1      30th meeting.  The Chair would entertain a motion to

2      that effect.  What is your pleasure?

3                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So moved.

4                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Been properly moved and a

5      weak support.  Ready for the questions on the table.

6      Aye?

7                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

8                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Motion passed.

9                As I mentioned, my report is somewhat that

10      the newsletter gives you an idea in terms of what has

11      transpired, but I just wanted to speak briefly to one

12      item.  This article here on the front, you probably had

13      a chance to read the Michigan Chronicle.  It speaks to

14      start snitching.  Detroiters are serious about curbing

15      crime and you can start snitching.  I just don't like

16      that terminology.  I do not like that terminology

17      because -- and I think some of the officers can tell

18      you that snitching comes from those people who become

19      involved in criminality themselves.  That's the proper

20      terminology for it, but I think that -- but

21      nevertheless, it's for good cause, for good purpose,

22      but we really need to really downplay that snitching

23      concept because we want people to come forward and be

24      good citizens and be informed.  If they witness a crime

25      or know something about a crime, report it.  That's not
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1      snitching.  That's being a good, well-informed citizen

2      that we try to encourage in terms of coming forward

3      and, you know how that works, but I'm pretty sure all

4      of you have witnessed a crime or activity or heard

5      about it and through 911 you called Crime Stoppers and

6      all that.  But I think overall it's excellent in terms

7      of the effort by the ministers, and I would hope that

8      you would share in your church affiliations that this

9      month if the minister would take time to talk about

10      some of the issues we're dealing with in public safety,

11      that would be a blessing to all of us.  Churches are

12      the forefront, even though a whole lot of people, as we

13      know, do not attend church, but do have family members

14      attend church.  So we need to encourage our ministers

15      and deacons and others to try to take -- if you just

16      take one minute, just two minutes to talk about

17      basically what's happening in our community impacting

18      public safety.

19                The other issue as we know what's happening

20      in the Confederate flag is coming down.  They voted

21      today at 4:00.  So that is a major historic decision in

22      reference to what that flag represents.  So I want to

23      commend -- I know the brothers and sisters, every year

24      they had an annual coming to that area to try to deal

25      with that Confederate flag.  Some of us are southerners
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1      like myself, from Mississippi and Alabama and Georgia

2      and Florida and other states.  You know what that flag

3      represents, so I'm glad.  Unfortunately, it took a

4      major incident, but God works in mysterious ways.  We

5      have now moved to dealing with that issue.  But we do

6      have issues in our community.  We need to all take heed

7      to those issues.  So that's basically my brief

8      reporting out.

9                At this time we ask Pamela A. Copeland from

10      the Michigan Legal Help Center.  Come forward.  And

11      she's going to share some dialogue with us and she made

12      a reservation to be on the agenda and it's good to see

13      you, Ms. Copeland.

14                MS. COPELAND:  Good to see you, Chairman

15      Bell.  Good evening, Board of Police Commissioners and

16      the community.  I am very happy to be here this

17      evening.  This is actually -- I'm going to try to make

18      this quick, but this is actually special to me.

19                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We're giving you five

20      minutes or eight minutes, so take your time and do it

21      properly, okay?

22                MS. COPELAND:  Okay.  Actually, this is

23      special to me because this is, this is actually the

24      church that I used to go to when I was really little,

25      and I still come over here now to visit.  So when I
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1      found out you were coming today, I just wanted to be

2      able to come over here just to share this information.

3                Okay.  First, my name is Pamela Copeland and

4      I am the administrator of the Michigan Legal Self-Help

5      Center of Wayne County.

6                Now the Michigan Legal Self-Help Center of

7      Wayne County has one main mission, and that is to help

8      Michigan residents solve their legal problems.  We

9      offer free and accurate legal information as well as

10      give referrals for other available legal services.  The

11      Michigan Legal Help Program is a grant-funded program

12      through the Michigan State Bar Foundation, Legal

13      Services of South Central Michigan and the Legal

14      Services Corporation, and we've been operational since

15      November of 2012.

16                The Self-Help Center and the website were

17      created because many people have legal problems, as we

18      all know, but they can't afford to hire an attorney.

19      And nonprofit agencies provide free assistance in many

20      civil matters, but they must turn away half of those

21      who seek their help due to lack of resources.  So the

22      Michigan Legal Help website is a central location of

23      basic legal information to help guide Michigan

24      residents who need to handle their own simple civil

25      legal matters.
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1                Now there are two things that I want you to

2      remember and that is the Self-Help Center, which is

3      actually where you can come in to the Center.  We're

4      located in the Penobscot Building and that's where I

5      am, and I actually help you to better navigate the

6      website.  Because I'm not an attorney, I cannot give

7      advice, but I am able, because I'm under direction of

8      an attorney, to help with the motion packets because a

9      lot of people come, they need to file a motion.  Those

10      are legal forms so most people don't understand what

11      they mean.  So I'm just there to try to assist in that

12      way.  And then there is the Michigan legal website,

13      which is, and I'm going to give that right now.  The --

14      it's www.michiganlegalhelp.org, and currently it covers

15      several areas of law:  Family law, which encompasses

16      divorce, custody, child support, and parenting time;

17      housing, which encompasses landlord/tenant issues, for

18      example, we have -- if you were having a problem with

19      your landlord making repairs and you don't know how you

20      should actually professionally address your landlord,

21      you can actually go on the website and it will help you

22      to draft an appropriate letter to send to your

23      landlord.  Also they have a lot of articles and things

24      so that you know your rights as a tenant, what's

25      expected of you, as well also what's expected of your
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1      landlord.

2                Housing is another area of law -- I'm sorry.

3      Protection from abuse.  That will be domestic and

4      non-domestic.  Consumer law, we have information on

5      garnishment, objection to garnishment, debt

6      collections, how to make installment plans, small

7      claims, expungement, setting aside adult criminal

8      convictions as well as juvenile adjudication.

9                We have information about income tax issues

10      and public benefits.  We have a lot of information to

11      tell you what to do if you've actually been denied

12      benefits, what your next steps are in solving that

13      issue.

14                Now on the website we have what's called

15      toolkits, and that's the main thing that you use to

16      actually try to solve your legal problems.  For

17      example, if a person's coming in that needs to get a

18      divorce and, unfortunately, that is the most popular

19      thing that people come in for on an everyday basis. So

20      if you have an interview that you would complete, it's

21      either going to be with or without children where you

22      will answer all of the questions, it's just like you're

23      sitting down speaking with someone just doing an

24      interview face to face, and, of course, I'm there to

25      assist if you have questions.  But at the end of that,
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1      it will generate a document for you which is ready to

2      file over at the court.  And this is very important

3      because although you can purchase divorce kits from

4      places, some of them are not actually accepted by the

5      court, and then at other times it might be accepted,

6      but the individuals aren't filling them out correctly

7      so then they are denied.  They have to go back and

8      start the process all over.

9                Under each toolkit we have articles and those

10      articles are very very informative just like if someone

11      has a custody issue.  They have the 12 best interest

12      factors of the child article, which is very helpful to

13      those who are dealing with custody issues.  They have

14      common questions because most of the time you have

15      questions that you don't have the answers for.

16                So in essence, the website is put together,

17      it's a very informative website to guide you through

18      that process to make it as easy as possible for those

19      who find themselves in a situation where they are

20      self-represented.

21                So I just want to come here today to share

22      this information with everyone because our numbers are

23      growing, which is a good thing, but there are so many

24      people that just don't know that there are resources

25      there.  And most people after they finish with me, they
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1      are so thankful because they didn't know about it and

2      they said it just made the whole process so much

3      easier.  I have materials with me today, fliers and

4      brochures.  Also let me tell you where we're located.

5      We're in the Penobscot Building in Smart Detroit, which

6      is 645 Griswold, Detroit, Michigan, and that's Suite

7      1300, and I am actually in Conference Room 6.  And I

8      want to give you my e-mail address as well so that you

9      can feel free to contact me if you have any additional

10      questions, and that's pamela.copeland@3rdcc.org.  And

11      again, I just want to thank you for your time and I'll

12      be here until the end of the meeting, so if you have

13      any additional questions, I'll be here to answer those.

14      Thank you.

15                The center does not have, none of the

16      self-help centers have phones like that.  They really

17      want to encourage people to come in because most of

18      your issues you can't really deal with them over the

19      phone, you can only deal with them in person.

20      Www.michiganlegalhelp.org.

21                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Ms. Copeland, is that on

22      your handout?

23                MS. COPELAND:  Yes, it is.

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  The information's

25      in the back of the room and feel free to get a copy and
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1      plus you're going to be here.

2                MS. COPELAND:  Yes, I'll be here till the end

3      so anyone can come up and ask me questions, I'll be

4      here.

5                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners, any

6      questions, concerns in reference to the Michigan Legal

7      Self-Help Program?  I would hope that you take

8      advantage of the information.  And if it's not going to

9      be helpful to you, perhaps you can share it with others

10      in reference to that self-help.  I know that's crucial,

11      people seeking that information all the time.  And

12      thank you for coming out again.  We appreciate it.

13                MS. COPELAND:  And you're welcome.  Any time

14      that you want.  And also I just wanted to say, if

15      anyone else, because community outreach is a huge part

16      of what I do, so if you would like me to come to your

17      organization, your church, you know, do a little

18      presentation, I'd be more than happy to do that because

19      it's an excellent excellent resource.  We just need

20      more people to utilize it.  Thank you.

21                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  Sitting on the

22      front row is Deputy Chief Washington, Second Chief

23      Deputy Washington.  Good to see you.  Thank you for

24      your attendance.  Any others come in late?  Not late.

25      I shouldn't say that, but any others come in when we
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1      were doing introduction?  So on that note, we'll move

2      right here.

3                Assistant Chief Dolunt reporting out before

4      we get to the 10th precinct.

5                A.C. DOLUNT:  Common knowledge what happened

6      at Dexter and Webb several weeks ago and some people

7      were offended by some of my remarks because I was

8      pretty upset.  I agree I hate the term snitches.  I

9      don't like that because it has a bad connotation to it.

10      I agree that citizens tell you what's going on.  My

11      biggest issues that evening were that if any of us were

12      to jaywalk, we would have a video posted on us, but

13      when 12 people are shot, there's no video.  That was

14      one thing that bothered me.

15                Two, if there were 400 people there and no

16      one seen anything.  But the most disturbing thing to me

17      was that when I got there there was a barbecue there.

18      And there was blood from a woman and her cell phone's

19      laying next to it and a little child's chair was next

20      to that.  And I'm sorry that some people didn't

21      appreciate my anger, but I have a soft spot in my heart

22      for kids and seniors.  And when you indiscriminately

23      shoot kids, I have no use for you.  And people tell me

24      well they're misunderstood.  Well, you're

25      misunderstood.  You ain't got a clue when you're
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1      shooting at kids.

2                And I got upset, people got upset with me, so

3      I'm just letting you know that you want to shoot at

4      kids, don't be offended when I call you a punk or

5      whatever because you're lucky I acknowledge you at all

6      if you shoot a kid.

7                So that being said, Commander Wilson, would

8      you come hither and tell us what's going on?

9                COMMANDER WILSON:  Good evening, Board.

10      Commander Marlon Wilson.  Start with the Dexter and

11      kind of what the AC said.  We received a couple of

12      tips, actually numerous tips, led us to speak to a

13      couple of individuals.  After speaking with those

14      individuals, we haven't been able to garner any

15      information relative to who the shooter is, so the case

16      is still open.  We're just constantly asking for

17      assistance through the community.  That would help us.

18      And the CSC on Cortland.  We pulled the video from that

19      incident.  Unfortunately, the suspect did not appear in

20      the footage.  As you know, the suspect was masked up so

21      the young lady can't provide us enough information to

22      give us a composite so we did do a sexual assault kit

23      so we're just waiting on the results of the DNA on the

24      kit.

25                A.C. DOLUNT:  Commissioner Moore, is there
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1      any questions you have of the commander?

2                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Not at this time.

3                A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.

4                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, commander.

5                COMMISSIONER VANN:  You know, we've been

6      concerned about reports of the troop strength that we

7      have in terms of the police department on the street,

8      and I think it's important that you would address that

9      tonight.  And I'd also based upon whatever number, I

10      don't know if you agree with the number that was quoted

11      in the media, but if not, give us your number.  And

12      then would you also give us an estimate of how many

13      officers now, and I knew this before when I was on the

14      commission before, how many officers on the average per

15      day are still not serving, whether it's FMLA, whether

16      it's furlough, sick leave, whatever it may be, so that

17      we can really kind of assess what the real strength per

18      day is.

19                A.C. DOLUNT:  And I don't have all those

20      answers, unfortunately, and I didn't read the paper

21      this morning, I'm sorry.  I think someone told me it

22      was maybe 1,500 on the street.  I do know that we're

23      getting low on manpower.  When I came on 30 years ago

24      and you, you guys I think we had a total manpower of

25      over 5000.  I believe now we're at, correct me if I'm



7/9/20157/9/2015

Page 23

1      wrong, 2200.  Chuck?  Eric?  2229 total.  And how many

2      police officers?  1588.

3                We are pushing to get civilians hired to put

4      more officers on the street.  Some officers aren't

5      happy about that because they feel they earned an

6      inside job; however, when you sign up and put on the

7      blue, you're supposed to go out there and serve and

8      protect.  And I understand some people like an inside

9      job.  Unfortunately, in this day and age in our

10      financial situation we can't always do that.

11                So some people may retire.  We are having

12      trouble hiring people because we aren't paying them to

13      start.  We have kids that want to do ride-alongs, and

14      one of two things happens, they either get an adrenalin

15      rush and say I want to do this or reality kicks in and

16      says you're going to pay me what to do this.  And they

17      don't come back, so we are fighting that battle.

18                However, I believe we're on course to hire 20

19      to 25 a month, correct, Chuck, over the next year.

20      First class should start July 23rd.  So we're going

21      through that.  We are pushing for diversity, obviously,

22      because this is a diverse community so that's where

23      we're at.

24                As far as FMLA, I don't have that in front of

25      me.  How many disabled there are I don't have that in
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1      front of me.  The Chief is a little irritated.  We've

2      had some people that are being carried restricted --

3      or no.  What's the term I'm looking for?  They're

4      suspended with pay waiting on both the US attorney and

5      Wayne County prosecutor to come to a decision on a

6      couple of these cases and I think he may just put them

7      back to work.  My take on that is this, whether you're

8      a police officer or a criminal, you have the right to

9      due process.  Charge me or don't charge me because

10      you're affecting my reputation, my mental state, my

11      family's mental state.  If I did something wrong,

12      charge me.  I didn't, don't have that cloud hanging

13      over my head.  We had an officer several month ago who

14      took his own life.  There were other issues, but still.

15      I don't have the exact numbers but you know what, I'll

16      have them for you next Thursday.  How's that?

17                COMMISSIONER VANN:  It's fine.  It's just

18      important because, you know, I don't know what the

19      number would be for the threshold that we should have

20      active officers on any given day to actually provide

21      safety and security of the residents of the city.  I

22      think it's important for us to monitor that.  With

23      those coming through the academy, does that replace the

24      attrition of those you lose per month?  I mean that's

25      the other number that should be considered in this.



7/9/20157/9/2015

Page 25

1                A.C. DOLUNT:  That's slowly dropping.  The

2      Chief mentioned that today.  We had a meeting with the

3      Mayor, and I believe our attrition rate is steadily

4      dropping, correct?  We got hit hard the last couple of

5      years with bankruptcy, but seems to be slowing down.

6      And the biggest thing is people are afraid to leave

7      because they don't have any benefits for their family.

8                COMMISSIONER VANN:  But if we've got 1,500

9      officers for 140 square miles, I mean is there some

10      sort of, I don't know if it's a federal threshold or --

11                A.C. DOLUNT:  I don't believe so.

12                COMMISSIONER VANN:  -- where it should be

13      with regard --

14                A.C. DOLUNT:  No.  I don't believe so.

15                COMMISSIONER VANN: So we could have 500

16      officers, that would be it?  I mean I'm just saying.

17                A.C. DOLUNT:  Well the unfortunate part was

18      the Mayor brought up New York City and Chicago.

19      Chicago has 12,000 officers, I believe, and granted,

20      crime's off the hook, and they are a larger entity than

21      we are.  And New York which is ten times larger than we

22      are, I believe, had same amount of shootings.   So it's

23      not just the manpower, I think a lot of it has to do

24      with the mindset.  And we have to change the mindset of

25      violence here.  There's a lot of good people in the
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1      city and there's only a handful that are wreaking havoc

2      and we can't be everywhere, obviously.  Even though our

3      population is 143 square miles coverage, and whether

4      you're in far reaches of the eastern or western side of

5      the city, you still expect us to respond and we need to

6      respond.  So we do need more manpower and we need to

7      step up our game a little bit.  That's just one man's

8      opinion.

9                CHAIRPERSON BELL: Any other questions or

10      concerns of the Commission?

11                COMMISSIONER MOORE: Yes, sir, through the

12      Chair.  You said you don't like the word snitching.

13      What's being done to encourage citizens to speak?

14                A.C. DOLUNT:  Forums like this when we tell

15      people, we go out and talk to the kids and the

16      neighborhood police officers interact with the

17      community.  I don't like that term.  And again, you

18      know, a lot of people are threatened.  Okay.  I get

19      that.  But they just shot at your kid.  How much more

20      threatened do you want to be.  We were out there, we

21      were out there at Dexter and Webb before the shooting.

22      We had officers go by and they made a decision, and I

23      said this publically before, rather than shut the party

24      down because it was a good party.  You're allowed to

25      have a party in City of Detroit, I'm sorry, it's not
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1      against the law.  And there's a basketball game,

2      they're cooking and they're having a good time.  And

3      rather than shut it down and get everyone upset and say

4      here the police go again, we said okay, it's time to

5      wind it down.  And there were chairs stacked up.

6      People started to head out.  The basketball tournament

7      was almost over.  Police were doing proactive things in

8      the community, okay?  So we tried to do something nice.

9      It blew up in our face.

10                And then on the east side we backed off

11      again.  I'll take the hit for that one when we had five

12      people shot.  It never should have happened.  We

13      screwed up.  We had officers out there proactively a

14      mile away in one of our worst districts part of the

15      city, and a mile the other way, all hell broke loose.

16                So it's hit or miss.  We're trying and that's

17      the deal.  So we're trying to work with the community.

18      1-800 Speak Up if you have to.  If you don't want to

19      talk to me, that's fine.  Do it anonymously.  I'm good.

20      I'm good.  Keep calling 224-DOPE on any dope houses

21      around.   We're following up as far as city trying to

22      fix house and the owners that don't care.  We're doing

23      a lot of proactive things, but we don't have the

24      manpower that we used to.  Again, we need to step up a

25      little bit more, and that's my thought.
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1                COMMISSIONER MOORE: Thank you, Assistant

2      Chief.

3                CHAIRPERSON BELL: Thank you, Assistant Chief.

4      I agree with you wholeheartedly.  The community really

5      needs to come forward in cooperation.  As you know, on

6      the east side of Detroit, the young lady was shot and

7      killed on Grosse Pointe Liggett.  There's a $100,000

8      reward plus, and so far, no one has come forward to

9      identify the shooter or any pertinent information, as

10      far as I know.  That water is still standing, got the

11      billboard and everything and do community forums.  The

12      other young lady was shot and killed in Detroit.  So

13      the money is not the bottom line, not always, but we

14      just have to do our part in trying to make a difference

15      and try to cooperate with people, you know.  They

16      should be comfortable dealing with police but that

17      mentality is out there and it's worse that we've

18      experienced in my lifetime in Detroit, as you well

19      know.  And some of you have family members that perhaps

20      are clustered into something happened to their family

21      and then they want to come forward, and say, you know,

22      but it's an issue that we have to deal with.

23                I'd like to pause to introduce Chaplain

24      Barrett.  He welcomed us.  He showed us around and

25      we -- from the Chaplain Corps, is that correct?
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1                CHAPLAIN BARRETT:  Yes.

2                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you for your

3      involvement in terms of welcoming us tonight.  And I

4      also want to introduce, I know Dr. Divers is

5      representing Councilman Cushingberry.  Any other

6      elected official representatives here in the audience,

7      I want to acknowledge, appreciate you always coming on

8      behalf of the councilmen in terms of your -- that's

9      your community involvement over the years, so it's good

10      to see you again tonight.  And now, yes, ma'am.

11                MS. JOHNSON:  Okay.  So we talking about

12      people who speak um.  I want to just take the time.

13                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I'm sorry.  You have to

14      wait until the public comments.  You can hold that,

15      right?

16                MS. JOHNSON:  I hope I can.

17                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We're going to hear from

18      the captain from the 10th precinct.  Good to see you

19      again, sir.

20                CAPTAIN KYRIACOU:  I know we already did the

21      introductions.  But I want to make sure who does what

22      on my team at the 10th precinct.  Lieutenant Sobecki is

23      my detective unit lieutenant.  He's in charge of all

24      the people that follow up on the cases after the crimes

25      have occurred.  Before the crimes have occurred and
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1      after they've occurred and we have somebody that's

2      wanted I have Sergeant Tony O'Rourke who's in charge of

3      the Special Operations Unit.  And again, I have my two

4      neighborhood police officers and my fill-in

5      jack-of-all-trades sitting there.  Anything I want at a

6      moment's notice.  Thank you everybody, Officer Barbour,

7      Officer Brown and officer Berry, the three B's.

8                All right.  At the 10th precinct I know this

9      has to start out with a description of the precinct.

10      Everybody knows the 10th precinct is located at 1200

11      Livernois.  Roughly the borders are the Lodge on the

12      north hooking around eastward.  Going south as the

13      Lodge bisects the precinct.  Also the 3rd precinct now

14      going all the way down to West Grand Boulevard coming

15      back west again.  South on Bangor, west on Warren, back

16      around to north onto Livernois, coming up Livernois to

17      where you get to Wyoming on the west again and again

18      intersecting with the Lodge Freeway.  The boundaries

19      were changed about the middle of last year to give us

20      that little chunk of the 12th precinct that's north of

21      where the railroad tracks are there by Finkel and

22      Linden area.

23                According to the 2011 census we had about

24      52,000 people living in the 10th precinct.  There are a

25      variety of schools, businesses and churches within the
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1      10th precinct.  In order to an effort to maintain

2      strong block club relationships and partnerships and

3      community organizations in the 10th precinct hosts a

4      number of block club meetings at the mini station

5      located at 8675 Rosa Parks.  Those meetings are

6      designed to organize community stakeholders to discuss

7      critical community issues and develop joint crime

8      reduction strategies.  The 10th precinct has some of

9      the oldest and most established block clubs, including

10      Boston Edison, Oakland Boulevard Community Association,

11      Russel Wood Sullivan Association, Virginia Parks

12      Citizen's District Council, to name a few.  Not meaning

13      to leave anybody out.

14                The 10th precinct has three neighborhood

15      police officers I spoke about already.  They have a

16      variety of duties and responsibilities to engage in

17      problem-solving activities, to help us with mostly

18      quality of life issues that occur in and around the

19      10th precinct.  They are tasked with contacting victims

20      of home invasions and B&E, doing business and security

21      surveys to help out both before and after people are

22      victimized by those types of crimes.  They also have a

23      long time been involved in the Police Explorers

24      Program.  The Explorers come under the auspices of the

25      Boy Scouts of America and they are -- the purpose of
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1      the Explorers is to engage young children that are

2      interested in potential careers in law enforcement and

3      mentor them towards this occupation and also just give

4      them good life skills as they're growing up.

5                We have -- we participate in the City Camp,

6      that's an initiative that the Chief brought here.

7      Children in Trauma Intervention Program which

8      identifies at-risk children and teaches them

9      restorative practices.  We have a partnership that's

10      been going on quite a while with Elmhurst Homes, those

11      are people that are in drug and alcohol rehab

12      treatment, and there are also a lot of returning

13      citizens there.  We have a lot of projects at the 10th

14      precinct that require a lot of physical labor, cleaning

15      up the premises, that sort of thing.  They have been

16      very helpful with us over the years and I'm doing a lot

17      of work beautification projects.

18                And one thing that really helped out with

19      this past winter is, not to call anybody out, but over

20      the years at the 10th precinct nobody had cleaned out

21      our archives.  I'm not kidding you.  We had enough old

22      paperwork possibly some of the stuff we had in the

23      basement dated back to the '70s.  We loaded up five

24      trucks worth of junk and got them out of there.  Just

25      been sitting for 40 years, okay?
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1                Also in the, in the spirit of community

2      partnership, we also work a lot with Job Corps and we

3      invited, during police week we invited 50 kids from Job

4      Corps came to the 10th precinct and we were lucky

5      enough to have all the cool gadgets from the Police

6      Department there.  The helicopter was there.  They

7      landed in the parking lot.  We had bomb squad.  We had

8      K-9, we had one of the mounted officers there.  So they

9      got to come tour the precinct, check out the police

10      cars and see all the more exotic parts of the police

11      department.  Like most other police precincts, we

12      sponsor senior movie day where we take anywhere from 15

13      to 25 seniors to the movies once a month.  I believe

14      that's still at the Bellaire Theaters.

15                I don't know if I want to say this too loud,

16      but we have had a 17% year-to-date reduction in our

17      Part 1 crime in the 10th precinct.  Usually when one of

18      us brags about that, something happens and crime goes

19      up.

20                As far as a couple of big things that I'm

21      kind of excited about that are now about to happen at

22      the 10th precinct, up in and around Oakman Boulevard

23      Civic Association there's the HOPE Village Keep It 100

24      Initiative that's come up next week.  There's going to

25      be approximately 3 to 4000 volunteers that are coming
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1      in as part of that Evangelical Lutheran conference

2      that's coming to Cobo Hall next week.  I think they're

3      having upwards of 30,000 total people possibly coming

4      to the city and there are a lot of public, public

5      projects that they're helping out on throughout the

6      city, but in HOPE Village there's a 100 block area

7      where about 3 to 4000 young people today are going to

8      come and help board up, clean up, beautify, put in

9      flowers, that sort of thing, and that will be a nice

10      big deal.

11                And the last thing I'm going to brag about a

12      little bit is in partnership with AmeriCorps and Wayne

13      State University Center for Urban Studies.  Like

14      several other precincts, we have at the 10th precinct

15      community CompStat coming our way.  It will start, we

16      haven't gotten the exact date, but it's going to start

17      sometime this month.  So already reached out to most of

18      our major block clubs to try to get participation so

19      that they can come and be a part of the CompStat

20      process.  Again, data-driven approach to law

21      enforcement in partnership with our community

22      stakeholders so that we can fight crime together.  So

23      that's all I have.

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

25      Commissioners, questions or comments for the Captain?
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1                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the chair.  Just

2      a comment.  I'm very thankful to have you Captain

3      Kyriacou here at the 10th precinct, you and your staff.

4      I'm very blessed to have captains that serve District 7

5      because I live in the 10th precinct, very accessible,

6      very visible in the community.  Whenever something

7      happens, you're there.  I just want to say thank you.

8                CAPTAIN KYRIACOU:  Thank you.  I appreciate

9      it.

10                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  My pleasure.

11                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other commissioners?

12                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Through the Chair.

13                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

14                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Teen Court Program, is

15      that still being --

16                CAPTAIN KYRIACOU:  No, not since I've been

17      back I haven't heard of that in a long time.  Now I

18      know they do have a version of that.  I saw that in

19      36th District Court there's Community Corps, but I

20      think that's specific to Southwest Detroit.  I happened

21      to be there on a court case.  They are doing a version

22      of that in southwest.

23                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  They used to have it

24      years ago.

25                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Captain, I just wanted to
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1      thank you for your outstanding work.  You are commonly

2      known as Captain K.

3                CAPTAIN KYRIACOU:  Captain K, yes.

4                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I'd just like to recognize

5      the individuals that's involved in the 10th precinct

6      with you.  Please stand.  I know you're here tonight.

7      Please stand.  I appreciate that because I know you

8      lobby to get this meeting you wanted to host.  I'm glad

9      that we can accommodate with you.

10                The 10th precinct is the historic 10th

11      precinct over the years.  I've never had an opportunity

12      to work at the 10th precinct.  As Commander Shelby

13      said, he had an opportunity to command the 10th

14      precinct.  I'm a 7th precinct guy on the east side and

15      the 14th precinct on the west side and 11th precinct

16      and 9th precinct.  So I just want to say I know 10th

17      precinct always dear to my hear with the people in

18      terms of it's the heart of the City in terms of the

19      10th precinct.  I just want to commend you.  I know

20      there's a cluster of officers, block officers come out

21      of the 10th precinct I had a great fellowship with.  So

22      you continue that legacy Captain K.  Doing great work.

23      If anything's historic, I hope that you save because

24      the museum can use some of that stuff.

25                CAPTAIN KYRIACOU:  No.  We're talking about
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1      just archive paperwork going back 40 years, just

2      couldn't believe it was still sitting there.

3                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  You're getting rid

4      of Commander Shelby, all of his paperwork that he's

5      generated.  I heard he was a paper man.

6                CAPTAIN KYRIACOU:  I wasn't trying to go

7      there.

8                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Quite a few years ago.

9                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Thank you, sir.  We

10      appreciate that.

11                I just want to -- the next item would be --

12      oh, we have a representative from State Senator Coleman

13      A. Young's office.  Young man, introduce yourself.

14                MR. JOHNSON:  How's everybody?  Kenneth

15      Johnson, District Manager State Senator Coleman

16      Alexander Young, II. How's everybody?  Anything you

17      need from the center, just give us of a call.  Enjoy

18      your meeting.

19                CHAIRPERSON BELL: Thank you.  We'll make sure

20      you get that number, but he's going to interact with

21      you.  You say business manager was here, Kim Johnson?

22      I heard a name you mentioned earlier.  I guess not.  We

23      can move on.

24                Standing Community Reports.  The chair is

25      working up alignment for committee assignment.  I don't



7/9/20157/9/2015

Page 38

1      think a drastic change.  Hopefully she would have that

2      in place by the next meeting, if not, thereafter.  Any

3      new business for this meeting.  If not, we want to move

4      to the resolutions honoring Mrs. Georgetta Jackson.  Is

5      she here?  Please stand.  Okay.  Please come forward.

6      This is your moment in time.  I think Commissioner

7      Willie Burton is going to do the honor.  You say you

8      need a hammer?

9                MS. JACKSON:  Oh, I got two.

10                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  All right.  Here's a

11      resolution from the Board of Police Commissioners.

12      Whereas; Ms. Georgetta Jackson has been a dedicated

13      resident of the 10th precinct for over 55 years.  Her

14      commitment to the community to serve and leadership is

15      amplified throughout the community.  And Ms. Jackson is

16      dedicated to education.  She graduated from Detroit

17      Northeastern High School and continued her education at

18      Wayne State University.

19                Ms. Jackson also proved to be a dedicated and

20      loyal employee who worked for 33 years for you the

21      United States Postal Service.  And Ms. Jackson has

22      always been interested in police/community relations

23      and has always taken part in the effort to improve

24      neighborhood safety and to quality of life.

25                She has been an active member of the Russell
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1      Woods Association for many years and helped organize

2      the Russell Woods radio patrol in 2005 where she served

3      as vice president of the aids and CB patrol member.

4                Ms. Jackson stayed abreast of safety issues,

5      affected her community and is an advocate for

6      neighborhood cleanliness and upkeep.  She is also

7      responsible for implementing security measures within

8      the community, which helps to assure neighborhood

9      safety.  And Ms. Jackson participated and helped

10      organize community events like the Motor City Makeover,

11      community cleanup, flowers, planning Angel Night

12      Halloween, passing out treats to the Easter Egg hunt,

13      police week and many many more.

14                Ms. Jackson has proved through her actions

15      that she is dedicated and committed to supporters of

16      the City of Detroit and 10th precinct.  She leads an

17      example to encourage others to participate in

18      collaborative community efforts.  She firmly believes

19      that we should treat others as we would like to be

20      treated.  Can I get an Amen?

21                All right.  Now, therefore, be it resolved

22      that the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking

23      on the behalf of citizens of the City of Detroit and

24      the Detroit Police Department acknowledge the giving

25      spirit of community service to Ms. Georgetta Jackson,
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1      her vision to Detroit and its citizens is unmatched and

2      highly respected.   We thank you collectively Georgetta

3      Jackson, Detroit Board of Police Commission.

4                CAPTAIN KYRIACOU:  The Spirit of Detroit

5      award is presented herewith as an expression of

6      gratitude and esteem of the citizens of Detroit to Ms.

7      Georgetta Jackson Executive Secretary through the

8      Detroit Police Public Health Safety, the Detroit Police

9      Department for recognition of exceptional achievement,

10      outstanding leadership and dedication to improving the

11      quality of life signed by all of the current members of

12      the City Council of the City of Detroit.

13      Congratulations.

14                A.C. DOLUNT:  Hi.  How the heck are you?

15                MS. JACKSON:  I can't believe all that's for

16      me.  I get busy, I don't know how to stop.

17                A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.  This is from the Chief,

18      Certificate of Recognition, Ms. Georgetta Jackson.

19      Appreciates you for your outstanding service and

20      cooperation in appreciation for your outstanding

21      service and cooperation and for the Detroit Partnership

22      Detroit Police Department provide excellent service to

23      the citizens and businesses of the great City of

24      Detroit signed by Chief Craig and here you go.  And

25      congratulations.
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1                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I just want to say to Ms.

2      Jackson your 55 years of service that is unmatched and

3      we want to give you another round of applause.  You are

4      a blessing.  Thank you.  Thank you.  So kind, so

5      humble.  Thank you, Commissioner Burton for reading the

6      resolution.

7                Old business.

8                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair.  Can

9      we approve the resolution?

10                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  That's very important.

11      The Chair would entertain a mention to approve the

12      resolution for Mrs. Jackson.

13                COMMISSIONER:  So moved.

14                COMMISSIONER:  Second.

15                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Been properly moved and

16      seconded.  Motion passed.  There's no nays on that.

17                I just want to -- I think on the 18th of this

18      month there's going to be 12 or more DPR, Detroit

19      Police Reserve.

20                A.C. DOLUNT:  Yes, that's correct.

21                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Are going to be retiring.

22      I think the average age to serve is like 25 years.  I

23      would hope that we would share that with the community

24      that DPR's Detroit Police Reserves, since my career

25      since '71 play a very very important part of the
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1      Detroit Police Department in terms of providing

2      nonessential police service.  So we need to perhaps

3      help the DPR in coordinating in the DPR coming forward

4      by the next couple weeks or so in the recruiting drive

5      for DPP's.  I think that would be something well

6      deserving and perhaps again come out in one of our

7      community meetings to also share their involvement why

8      they were committed for so many years.  So I know the

9      commissioners and others are going to be attending that

10      ceremony I think on Saturday morning or something of

11      that nature, so I just wanted to acknowledge that.

12                The other issue that the front page of

13      Detroit News speaks about Manpower and the interviews

14      and comments from DPOA president, Mark Diaz.  So I

15      would hope that the Board Secretary would engage him to

16      come before this board either next or the week

17      afterwards in terms of sharing some of his concerns.  I

18      think there's a morale issue.  There's a lot of issues

19      there that we need to hear from the DPOA president, as

20      you well know, with all due respect to the ranking

21      officer, but the officers and rank of police officer,

22      detectives, etcetera work three shifts.  They're out

23      there working on your behalf and we really -- I think

24      Chief always say cops count and we really need to

25      acknowledgement DPOA in terms of that type of
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1      interaction.  So I just want to share that with the

2      Board Secretary that we can reach out and hopefully

3      also in terms of Mark Young, I think we need to hear

4      from our union leadership who represent these officers.

5      Hopefully this month, no later than August that we

6      would have that type of dialogue.  I have talked to

7      them informally, have met with them one-on-one.  I

8      think Commission need to hear from them collectively,

9      so I just wanted to put that on the record that we need

10      to reach out to these two leaders.  And perhaps we need

11      to hear from Command Officer's Union, the captain in

12      reference to if someone's out of line, on a positive

13      note.  And I appreciate your leadership.  And I think

14      it's always crucial that we interact.  I was hoping

15      that we went on the emergency manager there was a whole

16      lot of dialog about we're going to be hiring X amount

17      of officers.  That hasn't materialized.  I know it's

18      not the Mayor's responsibility.  I thought there would

19      be federal help come into the City.  And I know I

20      shared that information about New York Police

21      Department, which is the Big Apple, they're going to

22      hire over a 1,100 officers and the officers are going

23      to look like the community for the first time in

24      history saw on the front page.  But New York's got a

25      different budget, Chicago's got a different budget,
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1      L.A. got a different budget.  But we know, bottom line,

2      we need more police officers.  We know we cannot ever

3      have officers on every corner, but when I hired in,

4      there was something like 5000 police officers and we

5      had a million people population, but we didn't have the

6      issues we're dealing with now, even though we have a

7      loss of population, but reality is totally changed.

8      And as I state over and over again, it starts within

9      the family.  You cannot get around that.  You can blame

10      the teachers, you can blame the ministers, you can

11      blame the police, you can blame politicians, but the

12      bottom line it starts with the family, and I know I'm

13      preaching to the choir, but I know you need to try to

14      help these people out here who need that guidance and

15      direction.

16                You know, grandmothers are no longer

17      grandmothers as we know it.  Mothers are no longer

18      mothers as we know it.  And I'm not indicting anyone.

19      I'm just speaking, keeping it real.  And we know the

20      issues that are going to take collectively and it's a

21      village, right pastor?  It's a village that we all must

22      be responsible for our behavior.  We just can't wave

23      the flag.  The flag is going down.  No, it is the issue

24      dealing with our communities.  So I just wanted to --

25      and I know the NAACP and other ministers are working
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1      towards that goal to try to rally this community and

2      that's what it takes collectively as we move forward in

3      2015.  Hopefully it gets better, but it's really sad in

4      terms of what's happening in our community.

5                So on that note, any other old business.

6      Next meeting is going to be on Thursday, July the 16th

7      at 3 p.m. at Public Safety Headquarters.  If you

8      haven't had a chance to come down, you can come down

9      for 3:00.  And we have a great museum now.  I'm always

10      impressed.  Always stop by there.  The museum I think

11      goes from like 10 to 4:30 or something like that so you

12      should come down.  There was a group of kids down there

13      last I think Tuesday, Wednesday, a busload, and they

14      had the opportunity to visit the museum.  So we need

15      your support and your exposure to our history in terms

16      of Detroit Police Department, so I just want to share

17      that with you.

18                And our next community meeting is going to be

19      scheduled for the 5th precinct and we don't have a

20      location at this time, but we're working that up

21      shortly.

22                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Chairman?

23                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

24                COMMISSIONER VANN:  If I may, I just wanted

25      to also announce to the community that there's a call
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1      to action community forum that's coming up on Monday at

2      6:00, from 6:00 to 8:00.  It will held at Second

3      Ebenezer Church.  It's to bring in not just faith

4      leaders but community leaders from all across the city

5      along with your security teams your men's ministries,

6      your women's ministries, youth, etcetera, seniors.

7      Call to action for the entire community.  US Attorney

8      Barbara McQuade will be there, Andy Arena will be there

9      from the Crime Commission.  And certainly the Detroit

10      Police Department will be there and represented and the

11      Mayor's office as well.  So I just wanted to extend an

12      invitation to everyone.  The time is at 6:00, 6:00 to

13      8:00, July 13th, which is Monday.  And so everyone

14      who's here, of course, is invited to come and be a part

15      of it.  Please come and bring someone with you.  Thank

16      you.

17                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Is that church on the east

18      side of Detroit.

19                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Almost.  It's east of

20      Woodward.

21                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  That's east side.  Okay.

22      Six Mile and you know the location.  And I know the

23      pastor, so you're going to feel at home so come on,

24      come one, come all.  And if you could not make it, I

25      just want to emphasize, once again, that's going to be
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1      a significant movement, but we need a call for action

2      in all our churches in the City of Detroit.  And I know

3      all you are affiliated with some form of a church in

4      this audience here, so we're going to have perhaps over

5      a hundred people in churches reaching out.  And I just

6      want to say that it's good to see so many non-police

7      personnel because normally out flow us.  And I love my

8      officers, it's always good to see them, but it's always

9      good to see a civilian crowd.  Am I right or wrong?  In

10      blue?  Because I know you're always going to be here in

11      terms of support, and I thank you for your support and

12      your leadership.  I can't say that enough.

13                At this time we have an open mic.  Please

14      give your name.  You have two minutes.  This young lady

15      can come first.  You have two minutes.  I would ask

16      that you be respectful because we are respectful to you

17      and give you that opportunity to speak.  Thank you.

18                MS. JOHNSON:  Okay.  Thank you.  Can you hear

19      me.  Can you hear me okay.  My name is Cynthia A.

20      Johnson.  Thank you for being here.  Just want to

21      briefly share with you about my son Henry Hoskins who

22      happens to be a gay person who was attacked, attacked

23      at his home on this past Saturday left for dead.  When

24      we say -- well you say that you want the community to

25      step up and report what's going on, first what we



7/9/20157/9/2015

Page 48

1      need -- and I love the police, I've always had their

2      backs, always, anybody who knows me knows this.  But

3      when you have officers going out, the first responders,

4      these officers need to take a thorough report.  People

5      in the LGBT community, many of them are afraid to

6      report the crimes that happen to them.  Therefore,

7      sometimes they will either lie, like in the case of my

8      son, but he eventually told the truth, or they just

9      won't report it.  And that's why there are a lot of

10      people right now who may be dead because other people

11      didn't report it.

12                I just ask the Detroit Police Department to

13      do your job before the media gets attention to it.

14      Because on Saturday, when my son lay in his apartment

15      left for dead, the police did not take an accurate

16      report.  They didn't even come to the hospital.  It was

17      only until Channel 2 Fox News came out to interview us,

18      I believe it was Wednesday, did anybody do anything

19      about it.  Now they're on it.  We don't need the police

20      to come out when the person is dead and do an overkill

21      of police officers.  We need you all to do the job

22      before that happens.  Thank you.

23                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

24                A.C. DOLUNT:  Commissioner Bell, can I

25      respond?
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1                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

2                A.C. DOLUNT:  We actually do have a LBGT

3      liaison officer, Danielle Woods, and she works with

4      that community throughout the City.  And in this

5      particular case, I didn't know at the time, but we have

6      been referring cases to her.  She's our liaison person

7      and she's very good at it, I believe.  And if you'd

8      like, I can have your son talk to her.  I agree people

9      in that community feel the police look down on them.

10      I'm afraid some people do, whether it's police or any

11      other entity, it's unfortunate, but they do, but we do

12      have that in place.  You can if you want to you can

13      talk to Captain K and Lieutenant Speck about your son's

14      case, but I do want the community to know that we do

15      have a liaison officer so if you do know anyone from

16      the LGBT community that feels maybe ostracized in the

17      community or afraid to report crime you can call the

18      Office of Chief and talk to Officer Danielle Woods.

19                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, Assistant

20      Chief.  Yes, ma'am.

21                MS. CARTER:  Good evening.  I'm Patricia

22      Carter with Oakman Boulevard Community Association.  I

23      would like to thank Captain K.  He and his staff attend

24      our meetings.  We were work with Focus Hope on the old

25      Bell Building to open up where they were putting 150
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1      homeless people in.  Before that process, he also

2      worked with us.  We met with him as so.  We met at his

3      office his.  Community relations officers come to our

4      meetings and Mr. Moore, which is the commissioner for

5      the 7th precinct, he attends all our meetings.  He

6      writes letters and our newsletter each month to let us

7      know what's going on and they have been very supportive

8      to our organization and we truly appreciate it.

9                And you were asking about Teen Court.  Teen

10      Court was at Dexter Elmhurst and emerged with number

11      12.  They closed it up and they donated the furniture

12      to some place, I don't remember where, but officer Pam,

13      I don't remember Pam's last name, she retired.  Pam had

14      wrote a grant for the furniture and to operate the

15      court there.  She also wrote a grant for the Community

16      Relations van which takes it's seniors to where they

17      want to go, all the different things that are

18      happening.  And to touch on the 100 that's happening

19      Thursday, Friday and Saturday at Focus Hope, they'll be

20      5000 young people per day so it will be a total of

21      15,000 that we will have.  They broke it up into three

22      sections, and part of it would be in District 5 and

23      part in District 2.  And each day these volunteers are

24      coming out with equipment and what have you, cut grass,

25      vacant lots, University of Michigan did a survey of
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1      what everything needs to be done on the property and we

2      hope to accomplish this with good weather, and thank

3      you for your time.

4                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

5                MS. NICKERSON:  Hi.  I'm Jack Nickerson from

6      Russell Woods and I want to thank these officers who

7      show up all the time.  I am most concerned about their

8      time.  How much it means to us.  Please know we

9      appreciate what you do.  I'm here to talk about the

10      Jazz in the Park.  It happens every year and nothing

11      goes wrong so you don't hear about it in the paper.

12      There are always, the police tell us, 5 to 700 people

13      there and nothing happens, does it?  Everything just

14      goes well so it never makes the papers.  So if you've

15      got any friends, try and get them to come so it makes

16      the paper one year because it's always a successful

17      gathering of Detroiters and nothing goes wrong.  So let

18      them know we won't have any toilets this year because

19      all these folks that are coming in with these kids have

20      tied up Scotty's Potties and Scotty's Potties are the

21      only people who service Detroit.  I don't know if you

22      knew that before, but so if you're coming, be sure not

23      to drink too much before you come.

24                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  What is that date again?

25                MS. NICKERSON: It's Sunday the 19th of July,
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1      and Jazz is actually between 6 and 8 at Russell Woods

2      Park.  Russell Woods Park Old Mill to Broad Street,

3      Fuller down to Leslie.  Please join us.

4                CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay.  Thank you, ma'am.  I

5      know we have quite a few jazz fans here.  Mr. Johnson

6      from Citywide.

7                MR. JOHNSON:  How you doing, sir.  I'd just

8      like to say hello to the wonderful Board and I take my

9      hat off to all the work that you do and especially to

10      police officers.  I look at Assistant Chief Dolunt.

11      Been here 30 years still.  Still caring.  Once you stop

12      caring, you're going to retire so I guess you're not

13      leaving any time soon.  Good to see you.  Keep doing

14      the good work that you've done.

15                But what I'm here to ask and we made a

16      recommitment, Alvin Stokes and myself and all the

17      presidents of the precinct, to get back together as

18      precinct and have that healthy competition that we've

19      always had.  One of the problems that we have right

20      now, A.C., is that we don't get communications like we

21      used to get.  Remember we used to have different

22      programs throughout the City, we would get an e-mail or

23      flier to the precinct.  Hold on.  I'm not saying we're

24      not getting them but, for instance, they had the Angel

25      volunteer for the 4th.  I get the call the day of.  And
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1      they say well can you get somebody out there to

2      volunteer?  I said when?  Today.  I say oh, give me a

3      lot time.  So I know the mayor had commented about that

4      as well as to the Chief and we're ready to go to help

5      in any venue you want you know because we don't care

6      about that snitching thing.  We don't worry about that.

7      But we need time to get the forces together, the people

8      together because we still care.  There's a lot of us

9      out there all we're waiting for is the information so

10      we can get out there and help you until the other

11      officers arrive.  Thank you.

12                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, Mr. Johnson.

13      Any others?  Open mic.

14                MS. SMITH:  Bernice Smith, political

15      activist.  Good evening, A.C.

16                A.C. DOLUNT:  I'm here.

17                MS. SMITH:  And the commissioners.

18                CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Good evening.

19                MS. SMITH:  I walked with A.C. coming down

20      hall because I was quite upset with what I read in the

21      paper a couple weeks ago about him and my boy back

22      there.  But anyway, he straightened me out so it's

23      going to be all right.  I just want the people to know

24      that he's doing a darn good job.  I want to say the

25      other one, but I'm going to let all of you know, he's
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1      doing a good job.  And whenever he comes in the

2      neighborhood, he means it.  He doesn't just come there

3      because it his job.  You can see the frustration on his

4      face when he tells us why don't we help out.  And we

5      should.  All of us should.  We shouldn't be afraid.

6      You don't have to let nobody know your names or

7      anything like that.  You have Crime Stoppers, John

8      Broad.  He would love to have you call his office.  So

9      I just want everyone to know do not be afraid.  These

10      criminals are going to run all over us if we don't

11      stand up, and we must stand up.

12                I belong to the Police Advisory Committee and

13      I've been with the police department for so long.  I

14      fuss at them when they do wrong, and I admire them when

15      they do right.  We have a good group of police officers

16      here and number 10 used be the worst in the City.  I'm

17      telling you people would say that about them, and look

18      at them now.  They have come a long way.  You lady's

19      don't know.  I'm talking about in the Coleman Young

20      years.  We had to get the 10th precinct and straighten

21      them them out.  So now you have a good captain.  Hey, I

22      tell truth.  I don't have nothing to hide.  We have a

23      good captain here and I love him dearly because he's

24      doing a darn good job and I want us to cooperate with

25      all our police department, not just one precinct.  All
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1      of them are good.  They're not getting paid the way

2      they should get paid.  They have to work hard.  They

3      put their lives out here for us, not for them all of

4      the time.  And the pay that they get is ridiculous, and

5      I'm going to be working with the Mayor and tell him

6      come on, give them of a break.  And Diaz, that's their

7      union rep, I'm going to see him and see if he can help

8      push for them I get a raise.  I mean by the time they

9      get that little two cents, they got to put some of it

10      for their health, for their kids and their wives, so

11      they don't have much left.  So we have to really, we

12      have to really get on the administration or the

13      governor or whatever it is, tell them to increase their

14      salary.  That's all I want to know.

15                In the meantime, I want you to watch out for

16      village and the people downtown.  There's some hankie

17      pankie going on.  I was on the air today with the

18      Chief.  They were on air this morning, but they told us

19      about the police department, but I want to let you guys

20      know that we're going to be monitoring these

21      contractors that's coming into our city.  I found out

22      that they're not getting enough of the men, Detroiters,

23      to be employed.  So I will be monitoring this and I

24      will come back I might even tell the police what's

25      going on, but in the meantime, help the police.  Please
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1      help them.  Don't be afraid.  They need your help

2      badly.  That's all I have to say, and I Thank you for

3      your time.

4                CHAIRPERSON BELL: Thank you.  Well you know I

5      disagree with Mother Bernice in reference to that

6      indictment of the 10th precinct.  So I want to say that

7      longstanding commitment to officers been assigned to

8      the 10th precinct so that was -- that is not accurate.

9      I think I just want to say that to you.

10                As you well know, I'm the vice chair now as

11      of July the 1st and at the last meeting on June 30th I

12      thanked quite a few people for my chairmanship in that

13      year, and I want to thank you for the officers that

14      perhaps were not at that last meeting, I just want to

15      thank you for your support and that's going to be

16      ongoing with the next year.  And I also acknowledged

17      quite a few people that was in attendance, but my

18      assistant Carolyn, my bodyguard always attend the

19      meetings and I want to thank her commitment for

20      traveling with her big brother to watch my back.  I say

21      that with love and affection, you know what I mean by

22      that.  But she's been great to attend.  And I want to

23      thank you for coming out tonight and we look forward to

24      more interaction with you.  And I would hope you carry

25      that message forward that the officers need your
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1      support over and over again.  It's a thankless job.

2      The salary never really reflects what we should be

3      paid, but that's just the way it is because they are

4      truly truly dedicated to the mission.

5                Since we have food tonight, I'm going to as

6      the pastor of this fine church, Pastor Bryant to come

7      up to bless the food and bless us with the closing

8      prayer.  And I just hope that you be safe and you be

9      involved and you be informed and you report out if

10      something's going on.  Don't wait on it.  Let somebody

11      know if we can be of service and be of help.  So once

12      again, as we close out with a prayer, simply have a

13      blessing of food, and I thank you for the hospitality.

14      That's not always the case at a lot of these meetings

15      so we really appreciate that and thank you over and

16      over been for your attendance tonight.

17           (The proceeding was concluded at 8:00 p.m.)
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